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Dominion, and bis Kingdom is from Generation to Generation ; and all the Inba- 
bitants of the Earth are reputed as nothing, and be doth according to bis Willin 
the Army of Heaven, and amongft the Inbabitants of the Earth: And none can 
flay bis Hand, or fay unto bim, what doth thou? At the fame time my Reafon' 
returned unto me, and for the Glory of my Kingdom, my Honour, and 'Brigbtnefs 
returned unto me, and my Counfellers, and my Lords fought unto me, and I was 
eablifoed in my Kingdom, and excellent Majefty was added unto me. Now tbere- 
fore I Nebuchadnezzar praife and extol, and bonour the King of Heaven, all’ 
whofe Works are Truth, and bis Way is Judgment, and thofe that walk in Pride 
be is able to abafe, Dan. iv. 34, 35, 36, 37. 

How long he lived after this is uncertain, but all agree that he reigned about 
twenty Months Co-partner with his Father in the Kingdom, and about three and : 
forty Years by himfelf alone. | 

Whilft Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon raged in Judea, God prepared a- 
Worm, which in due Time fhould eat out this fpreading Tree, by reafon of 
the Cry of his poor People which entred into his Ears: According to that of the 
Pfalmift, P/al. cxxxvii. 8, 9. O Daughter of Babylon, who art to be deftroyed: 
Happy fall be be that rewardeth thee, as thou baf ferved us, Happy foall be be 
that taketh and dafbeth thy little ones againft the Stones. For in this very Year” 
was Cyrus, the Perfo-Median born; whofe Father was a Pérfian, and his Mo- - 
ther a Mede, of whom this very Nebuchadnezzar at the Hour of his Death, 
uttered this Prophecy: There /hall come a Perfian Mule*, who fhall make ufe of” 
your Devils, as bis Fellow-Soldiers, to bring you into Bondage. He calls Cyrus 
a Mule, becaufe he was to be born of-a Father and Mother of two. diverfe- 
Nations. | 


Fhe Lire and Death of CYRUS the Great, the 
firt Founder of the Empire of the Mzpgs and Per- 
sIANs 3 reprefented by. the Breaff, and Arms of Sil- 
ver, in that Image, Dan. ii. 32. and by a Bear, Dan. 
vil. 5. and by a Ram with two Horns, Dan. viite 3,. 
20. and the Deliverer of the Z/raelites out of Babylon, 
the Seventy Years cf their Captivity being expired. 
Whereby much Light is given to many of the Pro- 
phecies of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. 
By Samuel Clarke, fometime Minifter in- St; Bennet. 
Fink, London. Printed 1664. | 


Y RUS wastire Son of Cambvfes, King of Perfia, by Mandanes the Daugh- 

ter of Afiyages, King of Media, he was fo named by the Prophet J/aiab, 

almoft two hundred Years before he was born, JJa. xlv. 1, 4. Thus faith. the 

Lord unto Cyrus bis anointed, &c. : l `” Cyrus’s 
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Cyrus’s firt Education was under his Father Cambyfes, with whem he lived 
till he was twelve Years old, and fomewhat more; at which time, ‘he was fent 
for, together with his Mother Maudanes, by his Grandfather Afiyagas, inte 
Aldia. : E 

In Media he ferved 4fyages, firft as one of his Halberdiers, and then asene 
of his Armour bearers till he was called home into ‘ erfa by his Father Cam- 
byfes, when as yet he had one Year to fpend at School; and when he had {pent 
fixteen Years at School amongft Boys, he fpent ten Years move amengít 
Youths. | 

When Cyrus was now almoft fixteen Years old, Evilmerodach the King of 
Affyria, being about to marry a Wife, called Nicotris, made an Inroad with a 
great Army of Horfe and Foot, into the Borders of Media, there to take his 
Pleafure in Hunting, and harraffing of the Country: againft whom 4/iyeges, and 
Cyaxares his Son, and Cyrus his Grandchild, who then firít began to bear Arms, 
being but about fifteen or fixteen Years old, marched out, met with him, and 
in a great Battle,. overthrew him, and drove him out of his Borders. Indeed the 
- Death of Nebuchadnezzar, the Father of Evslmeredach, gave Courage to thofe 

that had found him a troublefome Neighbour, to ftand upon prouder.terms with 
the Baby/snians, than in his flourifhing Eftate, they durft have ufed. 

But Evilmerodach, being too proud:to digeft this Lofs which he had received 
by the Medes and their Allies the Perfians under Cyrus, he drew unto his Party 
the Lydians, and all the People of the Lefer .4fia, with great Gifts and ftrong 
Perfuafions, hoping by their Affiftance to overwhelm his Enemies with a ftrong 
Invafion, whom in vain he had fought to weary out by a lingering War. 

The Iifue of thefe great Preparations made by Evs/merodach againft the Medes, 
was fuch as opened the way to the fulfilling divers Prophecies, which were many 
Years before uttered againft Babel, by Ifaiah and Jeremiah. For the Babylo- 

nians and their Confederates, who, trufting in their Numbers, thought to have 
buried the Medes and Perfians under their thick Showers of Arrows and Darts, 
were encountered with an Army of {tout and well trained Men, weightily armed 
for clofe Fight, by whom they were beaten in a great Battle, wherein Evilme- 
rodach was flain. After which, that great Empire, that was raifed and upheld 
by Necuchadnezzar, was grievoufly fhaken and enfeebled under his unprof{pe- 
raus Son, and left to be fuftained by his Grandchild Bel/bazzar: A Man more 
ike to have overthrown it when it was greateft and ftrongeíft, than to repair it 
-when it was in a way of falling. 

Xenophon relates the Matter thus; when the Babylonian had enlarged his Em- 


pire with many Victories, and was become Lord of all Syria, and many other. 


‘Countries, he began to hope, that if the Medes could be brought uncer his Sub- 
jection, there would not then be left any Nution adjoining, able to make Head 

againft him. For the King of the Medes was able to bring into the Field fixty 

.thoufand Foot, and ten thoufand Horfe, to which the Forces of Perfia being 

joined, made an exceeding great Army. | 

-  Confidering therefore the Strength of fuch a Neighbour, he invited Crefus 
King of Lydia, a Prince very mighty both in Men and Treafure, and with 
other Lords of Afia the Lefs, to his Affiftance, alledging that thofe Eafern 
Nations, were very powerful, and fo firmly conjoined by League, and many 
. | i Alliances, 
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Alliances, that it would not be eafy, no nor poffible for any one Nation to re- 
fit them. i 

With thefe Suggeftions, backed with rich Prefents, he drew to himfelf fo 
many Adherents, as he compounded an Army of two hundred thoufand Foot, 
and fixty thoufand Horfe: Of which ten thoufand Horfe, and forty thoufand 
Foot were brought by Cræfus, who had great Caufe of Enmity againft the 
Medes, for that they had made great Wars againft his Father 4/lyattes. W here- 
upon Cyrus was by his Father Cambyfes, and the Council of the Kingdom, 
made General of the Perfian Army, and fent away into Media with thirty 

thoufand Soldiers, and one thoufand Commanders, all of equal Authority un- 
der him ; and wher he came thither, he was alfo made by his Uncle Cyaxares, 
who had fent for him, General of the Median Forces, and the Management of 
the War againft the Babylonian was wholly committed to him; with this Army 
he marched againft Evilmerodach, and his Affociates, and in a very bloody 
Battle, overthrew them. In which Defeat Evi/merodach, King of Babylon, 
being flain, fo many of his Subjects revolted, that Babylon itfelf could no 
longer be fecured, but by the help of Mercenaries, paid with great Sums of 
Money out of Afia the Lefs, Egypt, and other Countries, which new levied 
Forces were alfo defeated, and fcattered by Cyrus, who following his Advan- 
tage, poffeffed himfelf of a great Part of the Lefer Afia. Thofe Perfians 
which followed Cyrus, and were by him levied, are reckoned to be thirty thou- 
fand Foot, of which one thoufand were armed Gentlemen ; the reft of the com- 
mon fort were Archers, and fuch as ufed the Dart, or Sling. 

Crefus, notwithftanding the Men loft, and the Treafure fpent in the Quar- 
rel of the Babylonians, yet did he conquer olis, Doris, and Ionia, Pro- 
vinces poffefied by the Greeks in Afia the Lefs, adjoining to his Kingdom of 
Lydia. He gave Laws alfo to the Pbrygiams, Bitbynians, Carians, Cyftans, 
Papblagonians, and other Nations. He alfo enforced the Epbefians to ac- — 
knowledge him for their Lord, he alfo obtained a fignal Victory againft the 
Saceans, a Nation of the Scythians ; all which he performed in fourteen Years, 

And being now confident by reafon of his good Succeffes, and withal, en- 
vious at Cyrus’s Fame and Profperity; doubting alfo that his great Victories 
might in the end grow perilous to himfelf, he confulted with the Oracle of 
Apollo *, whom he prefented with marvellous rich Gifts, what Succefs he might 
hope for in his Undertakings againft Cyrus; from whom he received this am- 
biguous Anfwer, Croefus Halym penetrans, magnam pervetet opum vim: Cra- 
fus paffing over the River Halys, fhall diffolve a great Dominion : For the De- 
vil being doubtfu! of his Succefs, gave him this Riddle, which might be con- 
ftrued either way, to the Ruin of Perfia, or of hisown Lydia. 

Hereupon Crefus (interpreting it as he moft defireci) refolved to ftep the 
Courfe of Cyrus’s Progrefs, and therefore defpifed all the Arguments ufed by 
Sandanes to the contrary, who defired him to confider afore-hand, that he pro- 
voked a Nation inhabiting a barren and mountanous Region; a Perple not co- 
vered with the foft Silk ot Worms, but with the hard Skins of Beafts3 not 
fed with Meat to their Fancies, but content with what they found; Drinkers of 

VoL. IH, G Water, 

Page 41. 


@ 


42 A Second Collection of 


Water, and not of Wine; and in a word, a Nation warlike, patient, valiant, 


and profperous, over whom if he became victorious, he could thereby enrich — 


himfelf in nothing but Fame, in which he already exceiled: and if by them he 
fhoy!d be beaten, and fubdued, fo great would his Lofs appear of all things, 
which the World makes account of, that the fame could neither be haftily re- 
counted, nor ealily conceived, 

Notwithftanding this folid, and fcafonable Counfel, Cra/us having prepared 
a powerful Army, advanced with the fame toward Media: Buat in his Paffige 
he was retarded at Prerium, a City of Cappadscia of great Strength; which 
whilít he attempted, both by Power ard Policy to take and conquer, Cyrus 
came on, and found the Lid:ans encamped before it. Neither of thefe Cham- 
pions were inferior to other, either i Strength, or Opinion. For out of doubt, 
Crefus, as he excelled any Prince of that Age in Riches and Ability, fo was he 
not inferior unto any in Territories and Fame, that then lived. But Kingdoms 
and Commonwealths bave theirIncreafe and Periods from Divine Ordinance, This 
Time was the Winter of Cra/us’s Profperity, the Leaves of his flourifhing Eftate 
being ready co fall; and chac of Cyrus but in the firft Spring and Flower; sbe 
Gcd of all Power bad given a Date ta the one, and a Beginning of Glory to the 
other. | 7 

When thefe two Armies were in view of each other, after diverfe Skirmifhes 
had pafled between them, the Perfians and Lydians began.to join together, and 
to encounter each other in grofs Bodies ; and as either of them began to retreat, 
frefh Supplies were fent in from both their Kings. And as the Perfans had 
fomewhat the better of the Day, fo when the dark Veil of Night had hidden 
each Army from the others View, Cræfus doubting what Succefs the rifing Sun 
might bring with it, quitted the Field to Cyrus, and with all fpeed poffible, 
retreated towards his own Country, and taking. the next way thither, he reco- 
vered Sardis, the firft City of Lydia, and his regal Seat, without any Purfuit 
made by Cyrus to retard him ; where, being arrived, and nothing fufpecting. 
Cyrus’s Approach, or any other War for that Winter, he difmiffed his Army,, 
and fent the Troops of his fundry Nations to their own Provinces, appointing 


them to re-affemble at the end of five Months, acquainting his Commanders. 


with his intent of renewing the War at the time appointed. 

The Morning being come, Cyrus finding that the Lydians were departed,. 
put his Army in order to purfue after them, yet not fo haftily, and at their 
Heels, as to be difcovered. But getting good Intelligence of Cre/us's Proceed- 
` ings, he fo ordered the matter that he prefented not himfelf before Sardis, till 
fuch time as Cre/us had difpofed of his Army, and fent them to their Winter- 
Quarters. His coming being altogether unlooked for, and unfeared, he had 


Opportunity enough to furround Sardis with his Army, wherein Crefus had no: 


other Companies than the Citizens, and his ordinary Guards, infomuch as after 
fourteen Days Siege, Cyrus took the City by Storm, and put all to the Sword 
that made Refiftance. | 

Crefus new having neither Arms to fight, nor Wings to fly, inthiscommon 
Calamity, he thruft himfelf into the Heap, and Multitude of his milerable Sub- 
jects, and had undergone the fame Lot with the reft of the vanquifhed Perfons, 


had not a Son of his, who had been dumb all his Life before (by the Ey 
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of Paffion and Fear) cried out to a common Soldier, who was with a drawn : 
Sword purfuing his Father, that he fhould not kill Cre/us. Hereupon he was 
taken and imprifoned, ‘and defpoiled of all things, hut only the expectation of 
Death, Shortly after he was bound with Fetters, and placed upon a large and 
high Pile of Wood, to be burnt to Afhes thereon. To which, when Fire was 
fet and kindled, Cre/us remembering the Difcourfe which long before he had 
with Solon the Athenian Lawgiver, he thrice cried out, O Solon, Solon, Solon, 
and being demanded what he meant by the Invocation of Solon, he at firft ufed 
Silence: But being urged again, he told them, that now he found that true, 
which wife Solon had long fince told him; That many Men in the Race and 
Courfe of their Lives might well be accounted fortunate; but no Man could dif- 
cern bimfelf to be happy indeed till bis End. 

Of this his Anfwer, Cyrus being fpeedily informed, and thereby being 
put in mind of the Mutability of Fortune, and of his own Mortality, 
he commanded his Minifters of Juftice, fpeedily to withdraw the Fire, and 
to fave Cra/as, and bring him to his Prefence ; which being done, Cyrus de- 
manded of him, who it was that had perfuaded him ; or what Reafon had in- 
ftigated him to invade his Territories, and to make him, of a Friend, an Ene- 
my ? To which Cre/us thus anfwered: It was thy pro/perous, and my unprof- 
perous Deftiny (the Grecian Gods withall flattering ‘my Ambition) that were 
¿be Inventors, and Conductors of Croefus’s War againft Cyrus. 

Cyrus being much affected with this Anfwer of Cre/us, and bewailing his 
Eftate, though he was victorious over him, did not only fpare his Life, but 
entertained him ever after as a King and his Companion; thus Herodotus relates 
it. But Xenophon faith, that Cyrus did entertain Cre/us friendly at the firft 
fight, and makes no mention of any fuch cruel Intent of burning him alive ; and 
this may feem the more probable, becaufe Cre/us was his Grandmother’s Bro- 
ther, and its very likely that Nearnefs of Alliance might withhold Cyrus (if he 
had been vicious, which he was not) from fo cruel a Purpofe as to have burnt 
him alive. | 

When Cyrus afterwards paffed with his Army over Araxes into Scythia, he 
left Crefus to be a Companion, and Counfellor to his Son Cambyfes, whom he 
made Governor over his Empire in his Abfence, with whom he lived all the 
Reign of Cyrus, and did afterwards accompany Cambyfes in his Expedition into 
‘Egypt, where he hardly efcaped his tyrannous Hands. Art this time the Races 
of three of the greateft Kings in that Part of the World came to an end; to wir, 
of the Babylonians, Medians, and Lydians, in Baltkazzar, Xiaxares, or Ds- 
rias Medus, and Crafus. i 

After this Lydian War enfued the great Conqueft of Babylon, which gave unto 
Cyrus an Empire fo large and mighty, that he was juftly reputed the greateft 
Monarch then living upon the Barth. How long time the Preparations far this 
great Action took up, is uncertain, only it feems that ten whole Years cid país 
between his taking of thofe two Cities of Sardis and Babylon; which time was 
not wholly fpent in providing for the Afyrian War, but much of itin fettling 
the Eftates which he had already purchafed; Ctefas allo tells us, that during 
this time Cyrus invaded Scythia, and being victorious over that Nation, he took 
Amorges their King Prifoner ; but bemg ina fecond Bartle overthrown by Spare- 
tha, the Wife of Amorges, himfelf was taken Prifoner, and fo one King e S 
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leafed for the other. Gobrias about this time (a Nobleman, whofe only Son, 
th: King of Babylon, in his Father’s Life-Time, had ina hunting Match, vile 
l:inoufly flain) togerher with his Friends, revolted to Cyrus. 

It is very probable alfo, that no fmall part of thofe Troubles which fprang up: 
inthe Lower Afa, grew foon after Cyrus's Departure with his victorious Army,, 
before the Conquctt was fully eftablifhed. For after Cyrus was returned out of. 
Aja tke Lsfs, many Nations which were formerly conquered by Cref/us, and. 
now by Cyrus, revolted from him; againít whom he imployed Paéias, and 
then Harpagus, who firft reduced the Phocians under their former Obedience ; 
and then the reft of the Greeks that inhabited Afia the Lefs, as the Ionians, Ca- 
rians, ¿Eolians, and Lycians, who, very refolutely (according to the Strength 
they had) defended themfelves; but in the Attempt upon B.:bylom itfelf, it is 
not to be queflioned but Cyrus imployed all his Forces, having taken Order be- 
forehand, that nothing fhould be able to divert him, or to raife that Siege,. or ta 
frultrate that Work upon which he did fet all his reft. 

And great Reafon there was, that he fhould improve all his Policy and Strength 
unto the taking of that City, which, befides the Fame and Reputation thac it 
held, as being the Head of an Empire, which depended thereupon, was fo 
ftrongly fortified with a treble Wall of great height, and furrounded with the 
Waters of Eupbrates, that were unfordable, and fo plentifully victualled for 
many Years, that the Inhabitants were not only free from Fear, and doubt of 
their Eftate, but through their Confidence, they derided, and. defpifed all the. 
Projeéts and Power of.their Befiegers. 

For not long before, Nicotris, the Mother of Bel/bazzar, a witty and active. 
Woman, forefeeing the Storm that was ready to fall upon Babylon from the Medes, 
to hinder their paffing the River by Boats into Babylom,. fhe turned the River. 
Eupbrates, which before ran with-a ftraic and -fwift Courfe, drawing it through 
many winding Channels, which fhe had cut for that purpofe, whereby fhe made 
it to run more flowly than formerly. it did ;. and then fhe raifed a huge Dam up- 
on each Side of the River; and up the River from the City-ward, fhe digged a 
valt Pond, which was every way three or four hundred Furlongs wide, into 
which fhe turned the River, thereby leaving the old Channel of the River dry ;- 
which done, fhe fell to work, ahd fenced the Banks within the City with Brick- 
Walls, and raifed the Water-Gates,. anfwerable in every point to the reft of the 
Walls, which were made on the farther fide of the Channel, round about the 
-City. She built alto a ftately and magnificent Bridge of Stone in the midft of. 
the City, which joined to the King’s Houfes, that Ítood on each fide the River 3, 
and having finifhed all her Works and Fortifications, fhe turned the River out 
of the Pond into its right Channel again.. 

And now came Cyrus to invade the Country of Babylon, and appeared before 
the Wall of the. City, and there challenged the King to a Duel, or fingle Com- 
bat, but he refufed it. At this time Gadatis, a Nobleman of Babylon, whom 
Belfbazzar had gelt, upon a Jealoufy that he had of him with his Wife, fell 
over to Cyrus, in Revenge whereof the Babylonians fallied out, and fell upon his 


Lands ; but Cyrus fet upon them, and routed them; at which time the Cadu/i,.. 


whom Cyrus had appointed to bring up the Rear of his Army, unknown toCy- 


rus, fet upon a Country lying near to the City; but the King of Babylon. falling. 
out. 
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‘out upon them, cut them all off. Yer Cyrus quickly revenged the Death of his 
Men; and then came to an Agreement with Bchdazzar, to hold truce with the 
Plougimen on both fides, and the War to go on between the Souldiers orly. 
“After which, paffing beyond the City, he took in three of their Forts, and fo 
returne'i iro the Confines cf Arria, and Med.a, and thither, upon his Invitation, 
«cam his Uncle Craxares, and was by him honourably received, and entertained 
in a Pavilion, that had been the King of A/fyria’s: ard Witter now approachirg 
they entered into Confultation to provide things neceffiry to maintain the Siege. 

The only Hope of Cyrus with his Medes and Perfans (who defpaired of carrying 
by Afful: a City fo well, and ftrongly fortified, and manned) was in cuting off all 
Supplies of Victuals, and other Neceffaries ; Wherecf, though the Town wa: faid 
to be ftored fufficiently for more than twenty Years, yet might it well be imagined,- 
that amongít fuch a World of People as dwelt within chofe Walls, one great Want 
er other would foon appear amongft them, and vanquifh the Refolution of that 
unwarlike Multitude. Yet in expecting that Succefs of this Courfe, the B-fieyers 
were likely to endure much Hardíhip, and Travel, and chat all in vain, if they 
did not keep ftriét Watch, and fure Guards upon ail the Avenues, and Quarters. 
of it. 

Which that he might the better do, he caufed prefently a vaft Trench, both 
for Breadth and Depth to be cat round about the Walls of the City, cafting the 
Earth ever towards his own Army, and made ftore of Bulworks al] along upon 
it, for his Guards to be upon: and then, dividing his whole Army into twelve 
parts, he ordered that each of them fhould Watch his Month, by turn.. 

And yet this was a very hard Work, confidering the vaft Circuit of thofe Walls 
which they were to gird in, having neither Men enough, nor yet fufficiently 
affured to their Commander ;. the confideration whereof miniftred unto the Baty- 
lonians, matter of good Paftime, when they faw the Lydians, Phrygians, Capa 
padocians, and others, quartered about their City to keep them in, who, having 
been their ancient Friends, and Allies, were more like to join with them,. if oc- 
cafion were offered, than to ufe much diligence on the behalf of Cyrus, who had, 
as it were but yefterday, laid upon their Necks the galling Yoke of Servitude. 

Whilft the Befieged were thus pleafing themfelves with this foolifh Fancy, and 
vain Mirth (the ordinary Forerunners of fudden Calamity) Cyrus, who by God 
that fet him on work, was made ftrong, valiant, conftant, and inventive, de- 
vifed, and by the Labour of his Men, digged fo many Channels as were capable 
of receiving the Waters of Euphrates, and lo to draw the fame from the Walls 
of Babvilon, that thereby he might make his Approaches the more facile, and 
affured; which, when by the Labour of many Hands he had performed, he waited 
for a fit time wherein to put in Execution, what he had defigned. For he had 
left in each of the Trenches towards the River,. certain Banks, or Heads uncut 
till he faw his Opportunity. 

Now Bel/hazzar finding neither any Want or Weakneafs within the City, nor 
any poffibility for his Enemies without to approach the Walls,. by reafon of the 
great River that furrounded them, he prepared an exceeding fumptuous Featt, 
publick Plays, and other Paftimes, and thereto invited a Thoufand of his Princes, 
or Nobles, befides his Wives, Courtezans, and others of that Trade. This he 
did,. either to let the Befiegers know that his Provifions were fufficient, not only 

for 
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for all needful Ufes, but even for Superfuity, and Excefs ; Or becaufe he hoped 
that his Enemies by this time were difcouraged, and even broken under their 
manifold Difafters; Or elfe he made this Feaft in Honour of Bell, his moft 
adored Idol: or laftly, becaufe it was his Birth, or Coronation Day : Or for 
many, or moft of thefe Reafons. 

Yea, he was not contented to ufe, and fhew fuch Magnificence as no Prince 
elfe could equal, but he lifted up himfelf againft the God of Heaven, Dan. v. 
23. For he, his Princes, his Wives, and his Concubines, made Caroufing Cups 
of the Golden, and Silver Veffels which his Grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
out of the Temple which was at Ferufalem ; and in Contempt of the Lord 
of Heaven, he praifed his own Puppets made of Gold, and Silver, and 
Braís, and Iron, and Wood, and Stone; Whilft Belhazzar was thus triumph- 
ing, and had his Brains well filled with Vapours, he beheld a Hand, which by 
Divine Power wrote upon the Wall that was oppofite to him, certain Words 
-which he underftood not, wherewith, fo great a Fear, and Amazement feized 
upon him, that the Joints of his Loins were loofed, and his Knees {mote one 
againft another; Which Paffion when he had in fome meafure recovered, he 
.cryed aloud to bring in the Aftrologers, the Cha/deans, and the Southfayers, 
promifing them great Rewards, and the third Place of Honour tn his Kingdom, 
to him that could read, and expound the Writing: But it exceeded their Art, 
and Skill. 

In this Difturbance and Attonihiment, the Queen, hearing what had paffed, 
came in, and obferving what Diftraétion the Kin ig was m, after Reverence done, 
fhe ufed this Speech ; O King live for ever; Let not thy Thoughts trouble thee, 
amor let thy Countenance be changed; there is a Man in thy Kingdom in u:bom is 
~ the Spirit of the boly Gods, ard in the Days of thy* Father Light, and Under ftanding, 
and Wifdom like the Wifdom of the Gods was found in him, whom the King Ne- 
buchadnezzar thy t Father, the King I fay, thy Father, made Majfter of the Ma- 
gicians, the Afgrologers, the Chaldeans, and the S:uthfayers; For as much as an 
excellent Spirit, and Knowledge, and Underftanding, in interpreting Dreams,. and 
Ihewing of hard Sentences, ard diffoluing of Doubts were found in the fame Daniel, 
whom the King named Beltefhazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and be will fhew 
the Interpretation. 

This Queen was either the Grandmother, or the Mother of Be//bazzar; For 
it appears that fhe was not any of the King’s Wives, becaufe fhe was abfent from 
the Feaft, and in regard of her Age, paft banquetting, and dancing; Yet upon 
the report of the Miracle, fhe came in to comfort, and chear up the King; ; and 
whereas Daniel was forgotten, and neglected by others, of younger. Years, and 
Jatter times, this old Queen remembred well, what Daniel had done in the Days 
of Nebuchadnezzar, Grandfather to this Beifo. zzar, andkeptin Mind, both his 
Religion, and Divine Gifts. 

When Daniel was brought into the King’s Prefence, he faid unto him: Art 
thou that Daniel, which art cf the Children of the Captivity of Judah 5 whem the 
King my 4 Father brought out.of Jewry ? l bavè heard of thee, ibat the Spirit 
of ike Gods is in thee, and that Light, and Under flanding, and excellent Wifdom 
as found in thee, and now the Wije-men and: the dfiro:cgers kave been brougbt in 

before 
# Or Grandfather. -+ Or Grandfather. fOr Grandfather. 
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before me, ikat they foould read this Writing, and make known to me tb: Inter- 
pretation thereof, bus they could not doit: And I kave beard of thee that thou 
canft make Interpretations, and diffolve Doubts: Now if thou canft read the Writ- 
ing, and make known to me the Interpretation thereof, thou fhalt be clothed with 
Scarlet, and kave a Chain of Gold about thy Neck, and fhalt be third Ruler in 
the Kingdom. 

But Danicl made anfwer in a far different Stile from that which he had ufed 
to his Grandfather ; For the Evil which he had foretold to Nebuchadnezzar he 
wifhed that it might befal his Enemies: But to this Kirg (whofe Contempt of 
God and vicious Life he hated,) he anfwered in thefe Words; Let thy Gifts be to 
thy felf, and give thy Rewards to another ; Yet I will read the writing to the King, 
aud make known to bim the Interpretation : which yet before he did, he fhewed 
him the Caufe of God’s Judgments againft him, and the Reafon of this terrible 
Sentence, whereof the King and all his Wife-men were utterly ignorant, the 
Subftance whereof is this, That Be/Mazzar, forgetting God’sGoodnefs to his Father, 


- whom all Nations feared, and obeyed, and yet for his Pride, and Neglect of thofe 


Benefits, as he had deprived him of his Eftate, and Underftanding ; fo upon the 
Acknowledgement of God's infinite Power, he reftored him to both again; And 
thou bis Sen (faid he) O Belíhazzar, kaf not bumbled thy Heart, though thou 
knoweft all this, but baf lifted up thy felf againft the Lord of Haven, and they 
bave brought the Veffels of bis Houfe before thee, and thou and thy Lords, thy 
Wives and thy Concubines bave drank Wine in them, ‘and thou baft praifed the 
Gods of Silver, and Gold, &c. and the God in whofe band thy Breath is, and 
whofe are all thy Ways, baf thou not glorified: Then was the part of the Hand 
fent from bim, and this Writing was written, Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharfin, | 
W hereof this is the Interpretation; Mene, God bath numbred thy Kingdom, and 
finifoed it: Tekel, Thou art weighed in the Ballances, and art found wanting : 
Peres, Thy Kingdom is diviced, and given to the Medes, and Perfians. 

The very Evening or Night of this Day, wherein Be//bazzar thus feafted, and 
wherein thefe things were done, Cyrus, either by his Efpeials or being infpired 
by God himfelf, whofe Enfign he followed in thefe Wars, finding the Time, 


-and Opportunity fit for him, even whilft the King’s Head, and the Heads of his 


Nobility, were no lefs diftempered with the Vapours of Wine, than their Hearts 
were with the Fear of God’s Judgments, he caufed all the Banks, and Heads of 
his Trenches, to be opened, and cut down with all Speed, and Diligence, whereby 
that great River Euphrates was quickly drawn dry, and himfelf with his Army 
paffirg through the Channel which was now dry, without any oppofition, they 
eafily made their entrance into the City, finding none to difturb them; Jnvadunt 
urbem fomno, vineg; fepultam: AU the Town lay buried in Wine and Sleep ; and 
fuch as came in the Perfans way, were put to the Sword unlefs they faved them- 
felves by Flight, as fome did, who ran away cryirg, and filled the Streets with 
an uncertain Tumult. 


Such of the 4//y,1an Lords as had formerly revolted from Be/hazzar to Cyrus, 


= did now conduct a {elected Company to the King’s Palace, which being eafily 


forced by them, they rufhed ftraic 11:co the Chamber where the King and his 
Princes were barqueting, and there flew both him and them without Mercy, 
who {trove in vain to keep thofe Lives, which God had newly threatned to. 


take 
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take away. Now was that Prophecy fulfilled, Fer. li. 30, 31, 32. The — 


mighty Men of Babylon bave forborn to fight, they kave remained in ther 
Holds , their Might bath failed; they became as Womer; they burnt their 
dwell:ng Places; ber Bars are broken. One Poft foall run to meet another, and 
one Meffenger to meet another, to focw the King of Babylon, that bis City is taken 
at one End. And that the Paffages are flopped (viz. of the River Euphrates) and 
the Reeds they bave burnt with Fire, and the Men of War are affrigbted; The 
Prophet J/aiab alfo, two hundred Years before this Subverfion of Babylon, in his 
forty-feventh Chapter, elfewhere, defcribeth this Deftruction fo feelingly, and 
lively, as if he had been prefent, at the terrible Slaughter there committed, and 
had feen the great and unfeared Change, and Calamity of this great Empire; 
Yea, and had alfo heard the Sorrows and Bewailings of every furviving Soul, 
thereunto fubjeét ; which Prophecy he begins with thefe Words; Come down and 
fit. in the Duft, O Virgin Daughter of Babylon, fit onthe Ground; there is no 
Throne, O Daughter of the Chaldeans : For thou flials no more be called tender, 
and delicate, &c. And though it cannot be doubted that God ufed Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and the Chaldeans as his Inftruments to punifh the Idolatry, and Wic- 
kednefs of the Fews, yet did he not forget that in the Execution of God’s Judg- 
ments, they had ufed much Rigour, and Extremity ; as we fee J/aiah, xlvii. 6. 
J was wroth with my People; I bave polluted mine Inheritance, and given them 
into thine Hand ; Thon didft foew them no Mercy ; Upon the Ancient bef thou very 
heavily laid the Yoke; and again, I will rife up cgainft them, Jays the Lord of 
Hofts, and will cut off from Babel the Name, and the Remnant, and the Son, 
and the Nephew: Meaning Evilmerodach, and Belfhazzar. And again, J/a. 
xiii. 15, &c. Every one that is fourd fhall Le ikru through ; and every 
one that is joined to them fhall be flain with the Sword; their Cbidren alfo 
foall be dafk:d to pieces before their Eyes, their Houfes Jhall be fpoilid, and 
their Wives ravifhed. Bebold, Iwill fiir up the Mede againft them, which fhail 
not regard Silver, and as for Gold, they fhail not delight in it; their Bows alfo 
Jhall d fh the young Men to Pieces, and they fhall bave no pity on the Fruit of 
the Womb ; their Eye hall net fpare Children. And Babylon, the Glory of King- 
doms, and Beauty of the Chaldees Excellency, flail be as when God overthrew 
Sodom, and Gomorrah, €c. Read alfo Chapter fourteenth. No Hiftorian that 
was either prefent at this Victory of Cyrus, or that received the Report from 
-others truly as it was, could better defcribe, and leave the fame to Pofterity after 
it was acted, than J/aah hath done in many parts of his Prophecy, which were 
written two hundred Years before any of thefe things were attempted. 

The Greatrefs and Magnificence of Babylon were it not by diverfe grave Au- 
thors recorded, might feem altogether fabulous; for it is reported for truth, 
that one Part of the City knew not that the other was taken three Days after ; 
which is not imp-flidle, if we confider the vait Circumference of it. Diodorus 
„Siculus faith, that it was in Compaís three hundred and fixty Furlongs, which 
make forty five Miles. The Walls were fo thick, that fix Chariots might país 
in Front thereon, and they were three hundred and fixty-five Foot high, adorned 
and beaut:fed with oe hundred ard fifty Towers. S/raéo gives a greater Circuit, 
reckoning it at three hundred eighty five Furlongs, which makes forty eighe 
Miles and one Furlong, Herodotus finds the Compafs yet to be greater, namely 
dour hundred and eighty Furlongs in Circuit; the T'hickncis of the Wall he mea- 
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fures at ifty'Cubits, and the Height at two hundred of the fame regal Cubits. For 
Entrance, ‘tt had a hundred Gates of Brafs, with Pofts, and Hooks to hang them 
on o fthe fame Metal ; and therefore did the Prophet J/aiah rightly entitle Ba- 
‘hylon, The Princefs, and Glory of Kingdoms, Ma. xlvii. 5. and xiii. 19. 

But when Cyrus had won her, he ftript her out of her Princely Robes, and 
‘made her a Slave, dividing, not only her goodly Houfes, and her whole Terri- 
tory, with all the Riches therein contained amongft his Soldiers, but alfo be- 
ftowed the Inhabitants themfelves as Bond-flaves, upon thofe that had taken Pof- 
feffion of the Goods. E | 

Cyrus having obtained this great and fignal Viétory, the Glory of which was 
a Reward for his Service done for him, who was «the Author of it, and of all 
Goodneís, and thereby tranflated the Empire of the Chaldeans to himfclf, ac- 
cording to the Prophecies which went afore of him; in the firt Year of his Em- 
pire, he made a Decree that the Captive ‘ews fhould return again into their own 
Country of Judea, and that they fhould build again the Houfe of God in Feru- 
Jalem, having now endured, and finifhed the leventy Years Captivity foretold 
by the Prophet Jeremtab. The Tenor of which Decree was thus: 

Thus faith Cyrus King of Perfia the Lord God of Heaven bath given me all 
the Kingdoms of the Earth, and bath charged me to build bim an Houfe at Jeru- 
Talem which is in Judah, Who is there among you of all bis People? Let bis 
-God be with bim, and let bim go up to Jerufalem which is in Judah, and build 
the Houfe of the Lord God of Ifrael (be is God) which is at Jerufalem: And 
whoever remaineth in any Place where be fojourneth, let the M:n of bis Place 
belp bim with Silver, and with Gold, and with Goods, and with Beafts, befdes 
the Free-will Offering for the Houfe of God that is in Jerufalem, Ezra i. 2, 3, 4. 
He alfo brought forth and reftored the Veffels of the Houfe of the Lord which 
Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of the Temple at Ferufalem, and had 
put them into the Houfe of his Gods; thefe were brought forth and numbered 
unto Shefhbazzar the Prince of Judab ; and this is the number of them; thirty 
Chargers of Gold, a thoufand Chargers of Silver, nine and twenty Knives, thirty 
Bafons of Gold, Silver Bafons of a fecond fort, four hundred and ten, and of 
other Veffels a thoufand ; all the Veffels of Gold and Silver were five thoufand 
‘and four «hundred. | 

The Number of Fews that then returned out of Chaldea, under their Leader 
Zorobabel, the'Son of Salathiel, and Nephew to King Jeconias, and Fo/bua the 
Son of Fofedech, the High Prieft, were about fifty thoufand: And as ioon as 
they arrived at Jerufalem, they built an Altar to the living God, and facrificed 
thereon according to their Law, and afterwards bethought themfelves how to 
prepare Materials for the building of the Temple. l 

Cyrus having fet all things in order at Babylon, returned through Media into 
Perfia, to-his Father Camby/es, and his Mother Mandanes, who were yet liv- 
ing ; and from thence returning again into Media, he married the only Daugh- 
ter and Heir of Cyaxares, and for Dowry, had the whole Kingdom of Media 
given him with her; and when the Marriage was finifhed, he prefently went 
his way, and took her with him; and coming to Babylon, from thence he fent 
Governors into all his Dominions; into Arabia he fent Megabyzus ; into Phry- 

¡a the Greater, ÁArtacaman 3 into Lydia and Ionia, Cbryfantas ; into Caria, 

‘Vor. HI. | : Adufius y 
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Adufius ; into Phrygia Hellefpontiaca, or the Lefs, Pharmichas ; but inte Cili . 


cia, and Cyprus, and Paphlagonia, he fent no Perjians to govern them, becaufe 


they voluntarily, and of their own accord, took his Part againft the King of. 


Babylon ; yet he caufed even them alfo to pay him Tribute. 


Cyrus having {pent one whole Year with his Wife in Babylon, gathered thi-. 


ther his whole Army, confifting of one hundred and twenty thouland Horfe,. 


and two thoufand Iron Chariots, and fix hundred thoufand Footmen, and having. 
furnifhed himfelf with all neceffary Provifions, he undertook that Journey. 


wherein he fubdued all the Nations inhabiting from Syria to the Red Sea, 


The time that Cyrus enjoyed in Reft and Pleafure after thefe great Vitories, . 


and the Attainment of his Empire, is generally agreed upon by all Chronologers- 
to have lafted only feven Years; in which time he made fuch Laws and Contti- 


tutions, as differ little from the Ordinances of all wile Kings, that are defirous ta - 
eftablifh a Royal Power to themfelves and their Pofterity, which are recorded: 


by Xenophon. 
The laft War, and the end of this great King Cyrus, is diverfty written by. 
Hiftorians: Herodotus and Fufin fay, chat after thefe Conquefts, Cyrus invaded 


the Maffagetes, a very warlike Nation of the Scythians, governed by Tomyris, | 
their Queen y and that in an encounter between the Perfians, and thefe Northern. 


Nomades, Tomyris loft her Army, toge:her with her Son Spargadifes that was 
the General of it. In Revenge whereof this Queen making new Levies of Men 
of War, and profecuting the War againft Cyrus, in a fecond fore Battle, the 


- Perfians were beaten, and Cyrus was taken Prifoner, and that Fomyris cut off 
his Head from his Body, and threw it into,a Bowl of Blood, ufing thefe Words. 


Thou that baft all thy time thirfted for Blood, now drink thy fill, and fatiate thy- 


felf with it. This War, which Metajthenes calls Tomyrigue, lated about fix- 


Years. 


But more probably this Scythian War was that which js mentioned before, . 


Cyrus made againft the Scythians after the Conqueft of Lydia, according to Cte- 

fias, who calleth Tomyris, Sparelba, and makes the end of it otherwife,. as you 
may fee before. l O ( 

The fame Cte/as alfo recordeth, that the laft War which Cyrus made wasagain{t 
Amar beus, King of the Derditians, another Nation of the Scy¢hzans, whom, tho’ he 
over came in Battle, yetthere he receiveda Wound whereof he died three Days after. 

Strabo alfo affirmeth, that he was buried in his own City of Pafagardes, 


which himfelf had built, and where his. Epitaph was to be read in Strado’s Time; | 


which he faith was this ; , | a 
O, vir, quicunque es, ES undecunque advenis,. neque enim te adventurum ig- 

noravi: Ego fum Cyrus, qui Perfis Imperium conftitus ; pufillum boc Terre, quo 

meum tegitur Corpus, mini ne invideas, O thou Man, wholoever thou art, 


and whenfoever thou cometh, for I was not ignorant that thou fhouldeft come: 1 


am Cyrus that founded the Perfan Empire: Do not envy unto me this little 
Earth with which my Body ts covered. so 
When Alexander the Great returned from his Indian Conquetts, he vifited Ca- 
fa:ardes, and caufed this Tomb of Cyrus to be opened, either -upon hope of 
great Treafure, fuppofed to have been buried with him, or upon a defire to ho- 
nour his dead Body with certain Ceremonies ;. when the Sepulchre was opened, 
E 1 -there 
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"there was found nothing in it, fave an old rotten Target, two Scythian Bows and 
a Sword. The Coffin wherein his Body lay, Alexander canfed to be covered with 
his own Garment, and a Crown of Gold to be fet upon it. 
Cyrus finding in ‘himfelf that he could not long enjoy the World, he called 
unto him his Nobility, with his two Sons, Camby/es and Smerdis, and after a 
Jong Oration, wherein he affured himfelf, and taught others, about the Inmor- 
‘tality ef the Soul, and of the Punifhments and Rewards following the ill, and 
-good Defervings ofevery Man in this Life; he exhorted his Sons, by the ftrong- 
eft Arguments he had, to a perpetual Concord and Agreement. Many other 
Things he uttered, which makes it probable, that he received the Knowledge of. 
the true God from. Daniel, whilft he governed Sufa in Perfia; and that Cyrus 
-himfelf -had read the Prophecy of J/aiab, wherein he was exprefly named, and 
‘by God pre-ordained for the Delivery of his People out of Captivity; which 
. A of delivering the Jews, and of reftoring of the holy Temple, and the City 
of Jerufalem, was in true Confideration the nobleft Work that ever Cyrus per- 
formed. For in other Actions he was an Inftrument of God’s Power, ufed for 
chaftifing of many Nations, and the eftablifhing of a Government in thofe Parts 
of the World, which yet was not to continue long : But herein he had the Fa- 
vour to be an Inftrument of God” Goodnefs, and a willing Advancer of his 
- ‘Kingdom upon Earth, which muft laft for ever. Oe 
Cyrus had iffue two Sons, Cambyfes and Smerdis, and three Daughters, 4- 
tofa, Meroe and ArtiBona. At his Death he bequeathed his Empire to his 
eldeft Son Cambyfes, and appointed Smerdis his younger Son, to be Satrapa, or 
Lieutenant of Media, Armenia, and Caduña, He reigned about one and thirty 
- Years, and died aged feventy. . 
The Greek Hiftorians wholly afcribe the Conqueft of Babylon to Cyras, be- 
- -caufe that-he commanded the Army in Chief; yet the Scriptures attribute it to 
Darius, King of the Medes, whofe General Cyrus was: For when Babylon was 
-taken, and Bel/bazzar flain ; it is faid, Dan. v. 31. that Darius the Median took 
the Kingdom, being about fixty two Years-old, It was Darius alfo that placed 
‘Officers over the feveral Provinces thereof, as we read, Dan. vi. 1,2. It plea- 
Sed Darius to fet over the Kingdom a bundred and twenty Princes, which fhould 
be over the whole Kingdom, and over thefe, three Prefidents, of whom Daniel 
was the firfB, &c. And thus was it prophefied by J/aiah long before; Bebold ! 
I will fir up the Medes againft them, &c, and by the Prophet Jeremiah, the 
Lord bath raifed up the Spirit of the King of the Medes: For bis Device is againg 
Babylon, ESc. Fer. lv. 11. And again, Verje 28. Prepare againft ber the Na- 
tions, with the King of .tbe Medes, the Captains thereof, and all the Rulers 
thereof, and all the Land of bis Dominion. e 
But certain it is, that the Honour of that great Victory over Babylon was 
wholly given to Cyrus, who was the Inftrument pre-ordained, and fore-named 
by God himfelf: not only for this Action; but alfo for the Delivery of his 
Church: Yet Daniel makes it plain, that himíelf- not only lived a great Officer 
under King Darius, but that he continued in that Eftate to the firft Year of 
Cyrus, which was not long after, which alfo was the Year of Daniels Death. 
- As for the Age of Cyrus, we are beholden to Tully for ic; who in his firft 
Book de Divinatione, cites it out of one Dionyfius, a Perfian Writer,. in this 
Ha. manner. 
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manner. The Sun (faid Dionyfius) appeared unto Cyrus in bis Sleep, fanding» 
at bis Feet, which, when Cyrus thrice endeavoured to take. in bis Hands, the- 
Sun fill turned afide, and went away: and the Magi, who were the learned.. 
Men amoncft the Perfians, faid that by bis thrice offering to take bold of the Sun, . 


was portended to bim that he fhould reign thirty Years; which came to pafs ac-- 


cordingly: For be lived tothe Age of feventy Years, and began not to. reign till. 
be was Forty, | as | | 
In the firt Year of Bel/bazzar, Daniel had the Vifion fhewed him: of the: 
four Beafts, fignifying the four Monarchies ; and of God delivering. over all > 
Power and Sovereignty to the Son of Man, Dan. vii. __ 

In the third Year of Bel/bazzar, the; Vifion of’ the Ram, and Goat, fore- - 
fhewing the Deftruction of the Perfian Monarchy by Alexander the Great, and : 
the great: Mifery which Antiochus fhould bring- upon the People of God was 
fhewed to Daniel, living then-at Su/a, in the Province of Elam, upon the Bank . 
of the River Ulei, which environed the Caftle of Su/a, and parted the Provinces - 
of -Sufa and Elemais, Dan. viii. whence we may colle&, that at that time the - 
Province of Sufe was not in the Hands of the Medes and Per/ians, but of the - 
Babylonians, under whom Daniel then lived. 

Darius the Mede, Son of Cyaxares, or Abafuerus the Son of Afyages, took. 
upon him the Kingdom, which was delivered over to him by Cyrus, the Con- - 
queror, Dan. v. 31, and ix. r. The Angel, in this firft Year of his Reign, 
is faid, to have confirmed, and: ftrengthened him in his Kingdom, Dan. xi, 1.. 
After which. he reigned two Years. 

Towards the End of.the firft Year of Darius the Mede, ¿he feventy Years of 
the Babylonifh Captivity expired, which began under Feboidkim, in the firft. 
Year of Nebuchadnezzar, at which time God promifed they fhould return into 
their own Country, Fer. xxix. 10.. Thus faith the Lord, that after the feventy> 
Years be accomplifbed at Babylon, I-will vifit you, and perform my good Word 
towards you, in caufing you tareturn to this Place. Upon Confideration of : 
which very Time, now-fo near approaching, it was, that Daniel poured out that : 
‘moft fervent Prayer for the Remiffion of: his- own Sins, and_of his People’s ; - 
* and for that promifed Deliverance: out of their Captivity ; Whereupon the An- - 

gel Gabriel brought him an Anfwer, not only concerning this, but alfo the fpi- - 
ritual Deliverance of the Church to be wrought at laft by the Death of the Mef- - 
fiab, ee that moft‘famous, and‘memorable Prophecy of the feventy: Weeks, 
Dan. ix. 16. | 

The.Samaritans, by the means of fome Courtiers about: Cyrus, whom they: 

- had bribed for that purpofe, difterbed the Jews in their Building ofthe Temple, 

Ezra iv. 5. Whence proceeded that three Weeks Mourning of -the Prophet- 
Daniel, which Faft he begun about the third Day of the firt Month, in the 
third Year of Cyrus, Dan. x. 1, 4. After which, upon the four and twentieth’ 
Day of the frt Month, that Vifion of. the Kings of Perfía, of Alexander the 
Great, . and his Succeffors, and their Kingdoms, was fhewed and revealed unto: 
Daniel,. as he ftocd-upon the Bank of Hiddikel, or Tygris; all which is contain-- 
ed in the three lait Chapters of Daniel 5 which (as may be collected out of the 


clofe thereof ) was the laft Vifion. that ever-he had, and that but a little before 
his Death. | | 
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